March 2022

In Touch
Christ led,
Christ fed,
Hope filled!
Priority One
Creating a Culture of
Vocations
Priority Two
Strengthening Faith
Formation in Family Life

Priority Three
Building Parishes with Living
Stones

Renew Faith,
Nurture Hope,
Discover Love

Episcopal Delegate
for Religious
622 Washington Street
PO Box 369
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
Phone: 315-393-2920
Fax: 1-866-314-7296
Email: bcollinsssj@rcdony.org

Diocese
of
Ogdensburg

It seems that I am always behind in getting a newsletter out. This one was originally dated January...then
I changed it to February and now it’s
March. The very last day of March! I am determined
to send this out today.
Fr. Joe in his homily today talked about how in our
struggles we need to be in tune to God’s time, God’s
will, God’s plan and God’s glory. I think we can all
“yes” to that but we all know it’s not always easy.
Sometimes I wonder why God doesn’t see things my
way!!
I think about the people of Ukraine and the suffering
they are enduring. I think about the people in the
south whose lives have been affected so drastically
by tornadoes and floods. I think about my brother,
Paul, who died suddenly on Monday.
Like Joseph, whose plans were interrupted by dreams,
I say ‘yes’ to God’s time, God’s will, God’s plan and
God’s glory! How about you?

What a magnificent
Light-Bearer Joseph
was! His witness gives
each of us the courage
to let our carefully
carved-out plans unravel a bit when God
invites us to take a risk
for the sake of loving
another.
-Joyce Rupp, OSM

A Bit of Humor...A Touch of Inspiration!
Eucharist is God’s physical
embrace of us, God’s touch.
Nowhere is the body of
Christ so physical, sensual,
carnal, and available for
deep intimacy as in the
Eucharist.
-Ronald Rolheiser
in Against An Infinite Horizon

The Eucharistic
presence is first of
all a presence
through the word.
Without that
presence through
the word, we won’t
be able to recognize
his presence in the
breaking of the
bread.
-Henri Nouwen in
With Burning Hearts

Living Eucharistically is living
life as a gift, a gift for which
one is grateful.
The beauty and preciousness
of life
is intimately linked with its
fragility and mortality.
A Eucharistic life is a life in
which w are continuously
aware of our role in the
sacred story of God’s
redemptive presence through
all generations.
-Henri Nouwen in
With Burning Hearts

A Prayer for Peace
Lord, our God…
We come to you in helplessness.
We have at this time
No prophet, priest, prince, or leader.
You alone are our God...help us, who are alone
And have no one to help us but you.
We ask you for the gift of prayer…
May this lifting of your words, hands and hearts,
This acknowledgement of helplessness,
Open us up to insight and strength beyond ourselves.
May it link us to all sincere hearts
On both sides of this conflict.
May it become part of a conspiracy of compassion,
A prayer of many hearts and many places.
May it call us to be on your side
Rather than ask you to be on ours.
May it be prayer that deeply respects those whose hearts are different from our own.
May it be a prayer embracing the feelings of all while discerning good from evil in that embrace.
We pray for an end to war…
Let grace soften our hearts and the hearts of our leaders.
Lead them and us to the type of truth that sets us free beyond the tyranny of our greed
And the structures that divide us.
Lead us the type of love that makes both for charity and justice.
We pray for the victims of war…
Help us to be in solidarity and displacement
With all whose lives, dreams, and homes are being destroyed.
Receive into your embrace those who are dying;
Give them the peace denied them in this life.
Touch with healing the wounded
And look with pity on our mother, earth;
Restore to her the freshness of her virginity and the fullness of her fertility.
We pray for a new order…
May your kingdom come
So that all people of sincere will become one community of heart.
Breathe into us your spirit...charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, long-suffering, fidelity, mildness, chastity
So that war among us becomes unthinkable.
Give us what we in our help0lessness cannot give ourselves and help us in our helplessness
To remember that the true weapons against war are faith, prayer, fasting, and love.

We pray for courage and guidance…
Make this prayer more than privatized wishing
Turn our wishes to hope and let that hope confront the powers of war so that
Our love will be more than sentiment, our confrontation more than anger.
Our anger more than self-righteousness and our righteousness that of your gospel.
Give us peace…
Teach us that peace which surpasses our understanding, which is not about winning or losing
And power and effectiveness,
But which comes when we open our lives and our hearts to your invitation to…
“Receive and give thanks, break and share.”
-Ronald Rolheiser in Against An Infinite Horizon

Websites you may find helpful—if you don’t already know about them!
The LCWR website has many articles of interest. The link for one on contemplation follows -

many_faces_final.pdf (lcwr.org) (Ctrl + click)
Sunflower Seeds – Celebrating Everyday Spirituality
(melanniesvobodasnd.org) This is a blog done by Sr. Melannie Svoboda SND.
Creighton U Daily Reflections
Lent and Easter Reflections (chausa.org)
Lenten Reflections - Franciscan Friars of the Atonement
(atonementfriars.org)
Lent 2022: Spiritual reflections, prayer resources and more | America
Magazine
Lent 2022: The Best Catholic Resources - Catholic-Link
Lent Reflection Booklet 2022 – Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph (csjoseph.org)
Let us remember in prayer
-the people of the Ukraine and Russia

-all those suffering due to storms and flooding
-our seminarians
-my brother, Paul Collins

