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In Touch 

Christ led, 
Christ fed, 

Hope filled! 
 

Priority One 

Creating a Culture of 
Vocations 

 
Priority Two 

Strengthening Faith 
Formation in Family Life 

 
Priority Three 

Building Parishes with Living 
Stones 

 

Renew Faith, 
Nurture Hope, 
Discover Love 

622 Washington Street 

PO Box 369 

Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

 

Dear Sisters, Brothers, Fathers, 

 

Where did January go? I suddenly realized that I need to get this out to-

day if I hope to have it reach you in January! 

I hope that your Christmas celebration was joyous and afforded you some 

time for relaxation during the days following Christmas. 

On December 30th, I had a total knee replacement done followed by re-

hab for 17 days. I am home now, still going for torture (therapy!!), and 

hoping to be back in the office soon. 

In November, I asked you if you would be willing to share a reflection, 

poem, favorite quote or scripture passage with us. I haven’t heard from 

anyone! I know it was a busy time but I am hoping now that Christmas 

is over, you will be able to respond. It would be a good way to share 

faith with each other across our Diocese. I look forward to hearing from 

you soon!!!! 

Enjoy the beauty of winter. Be safe! 

EPISCOPAL DELEGATE FOR 

RELIGIOUS 

Diocese of 
Ogdensburg 

Jesus is the Lord of risk...Jesus is not the Lord of com-
fort, security and ease. Following Jesus demands a 
good dose of courage, a readiness to trade in the couch 
for a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new and 
uncharted paths...to take the path of the “craziness” 
of our God.      -Pope Francis 



Musings 
 
I ran into doors and people 
all day, 
caroming in and out of  situations 
beyond me, 
until I sought refuge 
in a friendly cup of  coffee… 
which proceeded to spill… 
and brown stains, like yesterday's mistakes 
followed me, harassed and frazzled, 
to a neighborly looking clump of  trees. 
It was only then, 
leaning against mossy bark 
and hugging my miseries 
(a self-made Job) 
that I saw you, 
smiling softly, 
wondering when, if  ever, 
I would think to look up. 

-Sr. Jennifer Votraw, SSJ 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifted 
 
Wondrous 
Mysterious 
Overwhelming 
 this total giving in love 
 that You have loved first 
 and in that love have given us 
 the best of  all gifts 
Love made Flesh 
Son 
 to be a light in our darkness 
 to call forth the best 
  in all You have made. 
My heart is so small 
In the presence of  such 
LOVE. 

-Sr. Bernadette Marie, SSJ 



RIP 

  

    

     

 
     Sr. Martha,, APB who is undergoing chemo treatment and is in 

     residence at the Srs. of St. Joseph infirmary in Watertown. 

 

     Sr. Patrick Murphy, SSJ who has been in the hospital. 

      

     Our seminarians  

 

     Vocations to our communities 

 
  

   

           
   
  
 

       
     
     I hope to be back in the office by Feb. 10th. if not sooner! 

 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

     Helene Diesbourg-Pepers, sister of Fr. Ray Diesbourg, 

     MSC, pastor in Cape Vincent. 

      

     Sr. Louise Genest, OSM who spent many years at Sacred 

     Heart and Trinity Catholic schools. 

 

     Sr. Marjoris Stumpf, OSU who served in Malone and at 

     Mater Dei. 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

Prayers for... 

Notices 


