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I love the image of Joseph holding the infant Jesus in his arms. What
must have been Joseph's thoughts as he gazed upon the tiny one in
his arms. After the months of waiting and preparing, I think that, like
Mary, he must have experienced “love beyond all telling.”

We, too, wait and prepare. Quite a few years ago now, Fr. Jack Downs
in an Advent homily said:

In celebrating this season, the Church prepares for the coming
of the Lord, and yet the Lord has already come. The Church antici-
pates the Lord being present among His people and yet He is already
here within each one of us. As Church, we wait for the gift of peace
and yet this peace is already freely given to us. While Advent is a time
of waiting, it is also a time for seeing, for recognizing, for accepting
Jesus as Emmanuel—God with us.

For some reason these word stuck with me and I ponder them each
Advent. I find them full of hope and challenge. I wonder how well I
accept Him present with me now? I mull over the fact that often
times I can be so oblivious to His presence.

With Christmas only a few days away, I pray that the "eyes of my
eyes’ will be opened and that I will truly see and recognize Jesus in
each and every person I meet and rejoice in His presence among us.
May you also find Him near to you!
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