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MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE

Rights and responsibilities
Lord, .
ma~ me ,an. in!trument
ofyour .peace;
where there is hatred,
.· .
,

By John Miner
Director, Respect life Ministry

Fourth in a series
. In human society one man's natural right gives
rise to a corresponding duty in other men; the
duty, that is, of recognizing and respecting that
right. Every basic human right draws its authoritative force from the natural law, which confers it
and attaches to it its respective duty. Hence, to
claim one's rights and ignore one's duties, or
only half fulfill them, is like building a house
with one hand and tearing it down with the
other.

·Pope St. John XXIII
Encyclical: Pacem in Terris, Peace on Earth
As citizens and residents of the United States,
we often regard our rights as those which are
enumerated in the Bill of Rights of our Constitution, such as: freedom of religion, speech, and of
the press, freedom to peaceably assemble, freedom to petition the government, the right to
keep and bear arms, the right to due process and
a fair trial, etc. And the Ninth Amendment even
reminds us that the people retain rights that are
not explicitly stated in the Constitution.
But the Church is not limited to that which is
recognized by governments. We do hope that
governments reflect Christian values, and we
should strive to hold our governments accountable to that end, but we have the individual responsibility to recognize and respect rights, even
If our government fails to do so.
The statement above from Pope john illustrates how the Church recognizes responsibilities and rights - as a twofold dynamic that must
remain in balance. Our responsibilities in response to the rights of others is based on the
concept of solidarity, which will be explained
later in this series, "Make Me An Instrument of
Your Peace ." Subsidiarity is employed to work in
conjunction with solidarity.
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- St. Francis of Assisi

As Pope Benedict XVI explained in his encyclical Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth), when
people are unable to accomplish something on
their own, subsidiarity describes the assistance
given to them that is "designed to achieve their
emancipation, because it fosters freedom and
participation through assumption of responsibility" (no. 57).
With this description, Habitat for Humanity
comes to mind. The organization builds homes
for people who would otherwise be unable to afford them.
In addition to repaying the affordable mortgage, the homebuyer invests hundreds of hours
of labor alongside volunteers and other Habitat

North Country Catholic has gone
~
Green
Here is what one subscriber has to say:

.

.

~

"What a pl easure to be abl e to read th e North Country
Catholi c onlin e. I am pl eased th at it has been offered in
thi s manner - as sometimes I don't have time to sit and
read a paper - but when I ca n't sleep at ni ght - I log
onto the computer. Very nice gesture - thanks"
To sign up to receive the NCCin your e-mail you can call
our office at 31 5 -608-755 6
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homeowners. This is not a "handout" but an investment in the community and in the individual, and it is done on a very local level.
That is another characteristic of subsidiarity keepmg the authority and decision-making at the
lowest level to achieve a goal. It avoids what
Pope Benedict called, "paternalist social assistance that is demeaning to those in need."(no. 58)
Pope St. john Paul II wrote in his apostolic exhortation, Christifideles Laici, "The inviolability
of the person which is a reflection of the absolute inviolability of God, finds its primary and
fundamental expression in the inviolability of
~uman life. Above all, the common outcry, which
IS Justly made on behalf of human rights - for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to
family, to culture - is false and illusory if the
right to life, the most basic and fundamental
right and the condition for all other personal
rights, is not defended with maximum determination." (no. 38)
So, the right to life is first. This does not absolve us of our duties to the other rights he mentioned. When the right to life is respected, the
demand for these other rights is, in his words
"justly made."
'
The "duty" to which Pope john refers, is to our
neighbor, and respecting that right means directly responding to it when we have the ability.
How could we be aware of a hungry or homeless
member of our community and not respond as
jesus commanded us? The rights that our faith
recognizes all stem from our human dignity: the
right tohfe, the right to bodily integrity, the right
to nourishment, the right to medical care. All require, to one degree or another, the cooperation
of others. Christ's teaching about love of neighbor IS the very foundation of the Works of Mercy,
both corporal and spiritual, that are taught by
the Church.
One last thought: St. Teresa of Calcutta recognized the rights of all those for whom she cared.
She based it on the reflection of jesus in their
being. When we consider this in our responsibilities towards our neighbors, it is much easier to
act in charity and for the "duty" to come with
much less effort.

Adult Children ofAlcoholics

Weekly meeting - Wednesdays at 7:30 PM
St. Peter's Church, Plattsburgh
Upstairs Room

Adult Children of Alcoholics is a recovery program for adults
whose lives were affected as a result of being raised in an
alcoholic or other dysfunctional family. It is based on the
success of Alcoholics Anonymous and employs its version of
the T welve Steps and Twelve Traditions.
For more information on ACA, go to www.adultchildren.org
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