SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Preparing a Child for First Penance/First Reconciliation

General Comments:

e TParents and the parish CatechetiCal leader, Wwith the pastor, are
responsible for determining when children are ready to receive this
saCrament.

e TReadiness includes Khowledge of the person of Jesus, the Gospel
message Of forgiveness, Khowledge Of sin and itS effect, and anh
unhderstanding and experience of sorrow, forgiveness, ahd conversion.

e Children must receive the SaCrament of Penance-Reconciliation for the
First time prior to their first reception of Eucharist.

e (Catechesis for the SaCrament Of ReconcCiliation is to precede TFirst
Communion and be kept distinCt by a Clear and unhurried separation in
order to identify each saCrament Clearly.

e TPBefore receiving First Communion, the child must be familiar with the
revised Rjte of ReconcCiliation and be at ease with the reception of the
saCrament.

e (Catechesis for children receiving this saCrament must always respect
their natural disposition, ability, age, ahd Circumstances.

o Gihce the family is intimately involved with the formation Of a Child’s
moral conscience and ordinarily integrates the child into the wider
ecclesial communities, parents should be involved ih the preparation of
their children to affirtn and reinforCe frequent partiCipation in the
saCraments. They orient the child toward God ahd encourage continual
growth in the understanding of God’s mercy and |ove.



The child, through the help of good Catechesis
e recognizes God’s unconditional |love for self and all people.

e seeks Christ and the Church for saCramental forgiveness and
reconcCiligtion.

e recognizes the presence of good anhd evVil in the worl|d.
e recognizes his/her CapacCity for both good and eVil.

e Uhderstands the meahing of symbols, gestures, prayers ahd SCriptures
that are part of the Rjte of Reconciligtion.

e Uhderstands how to celebrate the Rjte of ReconcCiliation.

e Uhderstands that “saCramental Confession” is a means oOffered
Children of the Church to obtain pardon for sin.

e Unhderstands that SaCramental Conhfession is necessary if ohe has
committed serious Sin.

Learning about this sacrament is on-going. Children have the rights to a Fuller
catechesis each year.
Adaspted from the NDC, pase 235-136.



Preparing to Celebrate First Reconciliatioh

General @Draw a happy face in the box
Concepts when you talk about each concept!

@God’s Creation

The Gift of Family Some ScCripture to Read Together

he Holy Trinity
The Holy'T Luke 2:22 ahd Mark 1:9-12 oh baptism

Baptism

Luke 15: 11-2¢...The Prodigal Son

The Church Family
Luke 15: ¢-6...The Good Shepherd

Unconditional
Love Luke 19: 1-12...The Story of Zacchaeus

Mistakes Vs. Sins

— Exodus 20: 1-21...Ten Commandments
Examination of

Conscience 1Johh ¢ 7-11, 16...We Must Love One Another
Ten
Commandments John 15: 16, Matthew 5:3-12 ¢ ACtS 2
The Two Great Jesus Gives {Js the Holy Spirit
Commandments

. Luke 6: 17-19 ¢ Matthew 5: 3-12
Confession The Beautitudes
Absolution
The GaCrament of
Penance

The  TRjte Of
TReconciligtion

Prayers Do you.khow | ese words mean?
Sign of the Cross absolution  aCt Of contrition  baptism
Our Father God’s lifein me =grace  Conhfess(ion)
Hail Mary holiness  peace  sorrow  pardon
Glory Be

penance reconciliation sin

t Of Contritio .
ACt of Contrition saCraments  eucharist repent

examination of conscience mercy
Holy Spirit disCiples forgiveness

Ten Commandments
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